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TN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 (Currently Amended). An audio/video generation apparatus, comprising: 

an audio and'or video audio/video g eneration device operable configured to generate 
at least one of audio-and^or and_video material, and 

a metadata generation processor op o rable configured to receive at least one of the 
penerated audio anri video material and to generate metadata describing at least one of the 
content and/or and attributes of the audio/video generated audio and video material, wherein 

the metadata generation processor is operabl e to generate a reference including a 
hashing processor configured to generat e a quasi-unique reference from at least one of the 
audio and video material, the quasi-uni q ue reference being a hash value, the hash v alue 
providing a quasi-unique reference to at least one of the audio/vid e o audio and video material 
with a reduced amount of data than the audio/video material itself, the r e f e r e nc e hash_value 
being generated from data values representing the at least one of audio/video audio and video 
material in accordance with a predetermined relationship, and the metadata generation 
processor configured to include the hash value as part of the metadata, said ha sh value and 
metadata being stored on a data carrier, 

the metadata is represented as a data structure stored on the data carrier , said data 
structure describing the content of at least one shot or sub-shot of at le ast one of the audio and 
video material, the data structure comprising 

a volume identification defining the data carrier on which at least one of the audio and 
video material is represented, 

at least one shot identification defining the at least one shot or sub-shot with in at least 
one of the audio and video material, and 
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the fluasj^uniflue reference, value generate d from a t leas t one the audio and video data 
within the shot or sub-shot . 

2 (Canceled). 



3 (Currently Amended). An The_audio/video generation apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising a communications processor op e rabl e configured to communicate the 
metadata separately from at least one of said audio/vid e o audio and video material. 



4 (Currently Amended). An The audio/video generation apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising a second data carrier, the audio/video generation device being operable 
configured to store at least one of the audio/vidoo audio and video material on the second 
data carrier. 

5 (Currently Amended). An The audio/video generation apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising a o o cond the data carrier, the metadata generation processor being 
operable configured to store the metadata on the s e cond data carrier. 

6 (Currently Amended). An The audio/video generation apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the predetermined relationship provides the data values of parts of at least one of 
the audio/video audio and video material from which the quasi-unique reference is generated. 
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7 (Currently Amended). Aft The audio/video generation apparatus as claimed in claim 
6, wherein the predetermined relationship identifies pixels within a frame or a plurality of 
frames of the video material, the values of which pixels are used to generate the quasi-unique 
reference value. 

8 (Canceled). 

9 (Original). A camera including an audio/video generation apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the metadata generation processor forms at least part of a camera utility 
device releasably attached to the camera. 

10 (Currently Amended). A metadata generation processor eperafele configured t o 
generate metadata bribin g at least one of the content or attributes of audio/video material, 
the metadata generation processor comprising 

a 1 1 1 rn m i -trp vnlnn gnnnrnt o r hash processor e peraete confi gured to receive at least one 
of audio and video material generated bv an audio/video gen eration device, to generate a hash 
value from quaoi unique reference to the audio/video material with a reduced amount of data 
than the audio/video material and to store the hash value in a data store , the reference value 
being generated from data values representing the audio/video material , the hash value being 

generated from data values representing at least one of video material , t he da ta values being 

selected from parts of at least one of the audio and video material , 

the metadata is represented as a data structure stored in the data store, said data 

structure describing the content of at least one sho t or sub-shot of at least one of audio and 

video material, the data structure comprising 
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a vo^e identific^tioB definin g a data carrier on which at least one of the audio and 

video materi al is represented, 

at i^ot n„ P .hot identificat ion ^.fining the at least one shot or snh-shot within at least 

one of the audio and v ideo material, and 

the auMiuni flUg reference value generated from at. least one the audio and video data 

within the shot, or sub-shot. 

1 1 (Currently Amended). A metadata generation processor as claimed in claim 10, 
comprising [[a]] the data store for storing configured to store the metadata, the quasi-unique 
reference value being stored in the data store in association with the metadata describing at 
least one of the audieMdee audio and video material from which the quasi-unique reference 
was generated. 



12 (Canceled). 



13 (Original). A camera utility device including a metadata generation processor 
claimed in claim 10. 



14-22 (Canceled). 



23 (Currently Amended). A metadata association processor op e rabl e configured to 
rcgcnorato a quasi uniquo reference penerate a hash value from at least one of audio/video 
audio and video material, the quasi uniqu o reference hash value being reg e nerat e d generated 
in accordance with a predetermined relationship of data values from predetermined parts of at 
least one of the audio/video audio and video material, the predetermined relationship being 
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the same as a predetermined relationship which was used by a metadata generation processor 
to generate an original qu asi unique reference hash value from corresponding parts of aOeast 
one of the audio/video audio and video material, a nd to generate metadata describing the 
metadata generation processor having gen e rated metadata describing at least one of t he 
content and/or or_attributes of at least one of the audio/video audio and video material, 
wh e r e in the metadata association processor is operabl e configured 

to search the metadata for a match between the original q uasi unique reference hash 
value and the regen e rated quasi unique reference generated hash value, and 

to associate the metadata stored in association with the original qua o i unique 
reference hash value w ith at least one of the audio/video audio and video material from which 
material the regenerated quasi uniqu e reference generated hash value was produced based on 
results of the search, and 

to cause information pertaining to the association betw een the at least one of the audio 
and video material from the generated hash value was pro duced and the metadata to be 
stored . 

24 (Currently Amended). An ingestion processor comprising 
an audio/video material reproduction device operabl e configured to receive a data 
carrier bearing at least one of audio/vid e o audio and video material and to reproduce at least 
one of the audio/vidoo audio and video material from the data carrier, and 

a metadata ingestion processor operable configured to receive metadata describing the 
content of at least one of the audio/vidoo audio and video material, the metadata including an 
original quasi unique refer e nce hash value generated from at least one of the audio/video 
audio and video material in [[a]] accordance with a predetermined relationship with the_at 
least one audio and video material, and 
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a metadata association processor o p erable to regenerate the quasi unique reference 
fra m fee a adi eMdee mnt^ri n l including a has hing pr oces sor configured to generate a hash 
value from at least one of the audio and video material , the quasi unique r e ference hash value 
being regenerated generated in accordance with the predetermined relationship of data values 
from the predetermined parts of the at least one of the audio/video audio and video material 
in accordance with the parts of at least one of the a u dio and video material which were used 
to generate the original hash value , wher e in the metadata association processor is operable 
configured 

to search the metadata for a match between the original quasi uniqu e roforence _hash 
value and the regenerated quaoi unique reference generated hash value, and 

to associate the metadata stored in association with the original quasi uniqu e 
reference hash value with at least one of the audio/vid e o audio and video material from which 
material the regenerated quasi unique refer e nc e generated hash value was produced based on 
results of the search, and 

to cause information pertaining to the association between the at least one of the audio 
and video material from the generated hash value was produced and the metadata to be 
stored. 



25 (Canceled). 



26 (Currently Amended). An The ingestion processor as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
the metadata association processor is op e rabl e configured to identify a scene change within 
the content of at least one of the audio/vid e o mat e rial audio and video material from the 
relative value of the hash values generated for each frame of the at least one of the 
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audio/video audio and video material. 



27 (Currently Amended). A method of producing at least one of audio aad/eF_and 
video material with metadata describing at least one of the content a*dA* ^attributes of at 
least one of the audio/video audio and video material, the method comprising 
generating at least one of the audio and/or andyideo material, 
generating metadata describing at least one of the audio/video audio and video 
material, including generating a refer e nce hash value providing a quasi-unique reference to at 
least one of the audio/video audio and video material with a reduced amount of data than at 
least one of the audio/video audio and video material, the refer e nc e hash_value being 
generated from data values representing predetermined parts of at least one of the audio/video 
audio and video material in accordance with a predetermined relationship, and 

storing the quasi unique ref e r e nce hash value in association with as part of the 
metadata describing at least one of the audio/vid e o audio and video material from which 
audio/video audio and video material the quasi unique ref e rence hash value was generated 1 
and 

storing the metadata as a data structure, said data stru cture describing the content of at 
least one shot or sub-shot of at least one of audio and video m aterial, the step of storing the 
metadata as a data structure comprising 

storing a volume identification defining a data ca r rier on which at least one of the 
audio and video material is represented, 

storing at least one shot identification defining the at least one shot or sub-shot within 
at least one of the audio and video material, and 
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storing the quasi-uniqu e reference 
video data within the shot or sub-shot. 



generated from at leas t one the audio and 



28 (Canceled). 



29 (Original). A method as claimed in claim 27, comprising 
communicating the metadata separately from the audio/video material. 

30 (Original). A method as claimed in claim 27, comprising storing the audio/video 
material on a first data carrier and storing the metadata on a second data carrier. 

3 1 (Currently Amended). A method of associating at least one of audio and/or and 
video material with metadata describing at least one of the content and/or and_attributes of at 
least one of the audio/vid e o audio and video material-pfeduee, the method comprising: 

rcgonorating a quasi uniqu e ref e r e nc e generating a hash value from at least one of the 
audio/video audio and video material, the quasi unique referenc e hash value being 
regenerated generated in accordance with a predetermined relationship of data values from 
predetermined parts of at least one of the audio/vid e o audio and video material, the 
predetermined relationship being the same as a predetermined relationship used to generate 
an original quasi unique referenc e hash value from corresponding parts of at least one of the 
midio/video audio and video, material and to generate metadata the original hash value being 
generated with the metadata describing at least one of the content and/or and attributes of at 
least one of the audio/vid e o audio and video material, 

searching the metadata for a match between the original quasi unique reference hash 
value and the rogonorated quasi unique rofor e nce generated hash value, and 
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associating the metadata stored in association with the original qtuu i uniqu e rof orrnr e 
hash value with the at least one of the audieMdge audio and video material from which 
material the regen t q uasi unique reft r.nre generated hash value was produced basedon 
the results of the sear ching step, and 

,w^ p information nertai ninp to the association between the at least one of the audio 
and video material from the generated hash v alu e was p roduced and the metadata . 

32 (Original). A computer program providing computer executable instructions, 
which when loaded onto a computer configures the computer to operate as an audio/video 
generation apparatus, a camera, a camera utility device or an ingestion processor according to 
claim 1 . 

33 (Original). A computer program providing computer executable instructions, 
which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the method according to 
claim 27. 

34 (Original). A computer program product having a computer readable medium 
recorded thereon information signals representative of the computer program claimed in 
claim 32. 

35 (Original). A computer program product having a computer readable medium 
recorded thereon information signals representative of the computer program claimed in 
claim 33. 
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